
 

Women of the Wild West 

Costume & Character 

Guidelines 

 

 

 



Congratulations on becoming a Walker/Rider 

with Women of the Wild West 

 

Please take the time to read and become familiar with these guidelines.  

Items listed here are vital to the overall image that is portrayed at events, 

parades and appearances.  Costumes and Characters are at the heart of the 

group and need to be period and character specific.  The more research you 

do the better.  We need you to know this woman so you can become her for 

the enjoyment of the spectators and participants who come to see us.  

 

Leanne is our costume lead.  She has the final say on all costumes.  Please 

do not be offended that parts aren’t approved, something that looks good 

may just not be period or something that was available in the period.  

 

All concerns are to be directed to the group Sheriffs, or appropriate lead. 

 
Leanne Landers (Diamond Lil) 403-830-5208 (Costumes and Characters) 

Martha Birkett (Annie Oakley) 403-620-9993 (Horses and Media) 

Bryanne Doyle (Katherine Ryan) 403-542-4038 (Administration and Parades) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We host a costume review evening that  

MUST be attended.   

This evening will occur in early to mid March of 

each year. 

 



Characters 

Upon choosing to become a member of WWW we hope that you have a 

“Wild Woman” in mind.  Although we have some excellent characters that 

are “vacant” we hope that you take the time to do the following; 

Research 

She should be someone that resonates with you.  She should be someone 

that you are proud to represent and depict.   

 

Be in period of 1829 to 1929 

She should be a trailblazer that lived in this era.  By doing so we present a 

common theme of Victorian and Edwardian costumes, as well as classic 

wild west attire.  It creates conformity.  However, if you find a woman 

outside this, present her with your reasons for wanting to portray her.  The 

3 Sheriffs will review and advise.  

 

Make her a part of you 

Adopt her, be her…the crowd WILL ask you.  Celebrate her and don’t be 

afraid if you get some things wrong.  She is important to our past so bring 

her to life.  

 

Costumes  

- ALL Costumes MUST be approved by Leanne.   

- Once approved the costume is the outfit that you will use for the 

season.  Those making changes shall have the changes approved by 

Leanne PRIOR to arriving at an event.  NO changes will be made on 

these days.  If your original, approved costume is not there, and 

Leanne does not have one to rent to you, then you will be asked to sit 

out.  

- All costumes shall be laundered and presentable while representing 

WWW at events, parades and appearances. 

- Footwear shall be approved by Leanne. 

- Before purchasing items, it is in your best interest to get Leanne to 

approve, in case they are not acceptable and cannot be returned.   

 



Rentals  

Costumes and items are available for rent.  Rentals are $40.00 per parade 

and are payable IN FULL prior to the parade or event.  If payment NOT 

received you will not be permitted to participate until paid in full. 

Payments are to be made directly to Leanne via cash or e-transfer to 

flatlanderz_03@hotmail.com 

Commissions 

Leanne will also make costumes and find items as requested.  Please note 

the following when hiring Leanne to assist with your costume;   

- Purchased items are to be paid IN FULL upon receipt. 

- A deposit of 50% of the estimated cost is due at time of commission 

(ie capes) and balance is due IN FULL upon delivery. 

 

GUNS 

Guns are available to BORROW for each event.  They can be obtained from 

Bryanne at each event.   

- They MUST be signed out and in at each event NO EXCEPTIONS as 

they are rented and not the property of WWW. 

- There is $100.00 charge for all unreturned guns, holsters and 

scabbards.  

If you choose a new gun belt, they can be ordered from Todd Nakamura, 

whom we use because of his vast knowledge of the period.  Please contact 

him at 403-688-1162 to purchase.  They range in price from $80.00 to 

$200.00 depending on what you are looking for.   

Gun belts that are purchased elsewhere are subject to approval by Leanne 

to ensure period accuracy.  

Guns MUST be replica only.  Decommissioned weapons, if caught, will have 

us pulled from parades.   

 

 

 



Sarapes  

Riders will get sarapes at each event from Admin and return after event NO 

EXPEPTIONS.  Missing sarapes are subject to a replacement cost of 

$100.00 each. 

Supporting Male Characters  

Occasionally we have male characters for effect i.e. prairie school boys and 

hanging victims.  Please note the following; 

- They must adhere to costume approvals  

- They may opt to purchase a costume or rent one from Leanne (see 

Rental Section) 

 

 


